
April 18 & 19, 2026 

 

DIVINE SERVICE II 

 

IN OUR WORSHIP TODAY ... we welcome back Seminarian Josiah Koelpin.  Josiah 

is finishing his second year at our Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary (Mequon, WI) 

and is looking forward to his vicar year (intern year) in a congregation with Call 

Day in mid-May, and then his fourth year back on campus before entering the 

pastoral ministry. 

 

OPENING HYMN                                         “He’s Risen, He’s Risen”  

                         Hymn 445 

 

INVOCATION  

M:  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen.  
 

CONFESSION 

M:  Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, 

asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us. 

C:   Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin. 

          For faithless worrying and selfish pride, 

             For sins of habit and sins of choice, 

  For the evil I have done and the good I have failed to do, 

       I deserve to be cast away from your presence forever. 

       O Lord, I am sorry for my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake. 
 

ABSOLUTION  

M:  Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, 

God made us alive in Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the 

word of Christ through his called servant: I forgive you all your sins in the 

name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 
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LORD, HAVE MERCY (Kyrie) 

M:  In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

For the well-being of all people everywhere, that they may receive from you 

all they need to sustain body and life, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

C:      Lord, have mercy. 

M:  For the spread of your life-giving gospel throughout the world, that all who 

are lost in sin may be brought to faith in you, hear our prayer, O Christ. 

C:  Christ, have mercy. 

M:  For patience and perseverance in this life, that we may not lose the hope of 

heaven as we await your return, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

C:  Lord, have mercy. 

M:  Lord of life, live in us that we may live for you. Amen. 

 

HYMN                                                                         “Like the Golden Sun Ascending” 

Hymn 470 vs. 2-4 

 

Thanks to you, O Christ victorious! 

    Thanks to you, O Lord of life! 

Death has now no power o’er us, 

    you have conquered in the strife. 

Thanks because you did arise 

and have opened paradise! 

    None can fully sing the glory 

    of the resurrection story. 

 

You have died for my transgression, 

    all my sins on you were laid. 

You have won for me salvation, 

    on the cross my debt was paid. 

From the grave I shall arise 

and shall meet you in the skies. 

    Death itself is transitory; 

    I shall lift my head in glory. 
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For the joy your advent gave me, 

    for your gospel’s great reward, 

for your baptism which has saved me, 

    for your supper and your Word; 

for your death, the bitter scorn, 

for your resurrection morn: 

    Lord, I thank you and extol you, 

    and in heav’n I shall behold you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  

O risen Lord, you came to your disciples and took away their fears with 

your word of peace. Come to us also by Word and sacrament, and banish 

our fears with the comforting assurance of your abiding presence; for you 

live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. Amen. 

 

FIRST READING                            1 Peter 1:3–9 

 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great 

mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection 

of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance that can never perish, 

spoil or fade. This inheritance is kept in heaven for you, who through faith 

are shielded by God’s power until the coming of the salvation that is ready 

to be revealed in the last time. In all this you greatly rejoice, though now for 

a little while you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials. These 

have come so that the proven genuineness of your faith—of greater worth 

than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire—may result in praise, 

glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. Though you have not seen 

him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now, you believe in 

him and are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy, for you are 

receiving the end result of your faith, the salvation of your souls. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 16A 

Refrain 

My heart, therefore, is glad, and my tongue rejoices;  

my body also will rest, will rest secure. 

  

LORD, you alone are my portion / and my cup; 

    you make my / lot secure. 

The boundary lines have fallen for me in pleasant / places; 

    surely I have a delightful in- / heritance. 

I keep my eyes always / on the LORD. 

    With him at my right hand, I will not be / shaken.   Refrain 

  

Therefore my heart is glad and my tongue re- / joices; 

    my body also will / rest secure, 

because you will not abandon me to the realm / of the dead, 

    nor will you let your Holy One / see decay. 

You make known to me the / path of life; 

    you will fill me with joy in your presence,  

    with eternal pleasures at / your right hand. 

Glory be to the Father and / to the Son 

    and to the Holy / Spirit, 

as it was in the be- / ginning, 

    is now, and will be forever. / Amen.   Refrain 
 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  2 Timothy 1:10 

Alleluia. Christ Jesus has destroyed death and has brought life and 

immortality to light through the gospel. Alleluia. 

 

GOSPEL                                                                                                        John 20:19–31  

 On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were 

together, with the doors locked for fear of the Jewish leaders, Jesus came and 

stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!” After he said this, he 

showed them his hands and side. The disciples were overjoyed when they 

saw the Lord. 

 Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am 

sending you.” And with that he breathed on them and said, “Receive the 
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Holy Spirit. If you forgive anyone’s sins, their sins are forgiven; if you do not 

forgive them, they are not forgiven.” 

 Now Thomas (also known as Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with 

the disciples when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, “We have 

seen the Lord!” 

 But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my 

finger where the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will not 

believe.” 

 A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with 

them. Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and 

said, “Peace be with you!” Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here; 

see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting 

and believe.” 

 Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!” 

 Then Jesus told him, “Because you have seen me, you have believed; 

blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.” 

 Jesus performed many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which 

are not recorded in this book. But these are written that you may believe that 

Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life 

in his name. 

  

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY     “These Things Did Thomas Count as Real” 

Hymn 468 

 

SERMON                            John 20:19-31 

 

NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 

begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from 

true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. Through him 

all things were made. For us and for our salvation, he came down from 
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heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and became 

truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He 

suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 

accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at 

the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the 

living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 

from the Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is 

worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We 

believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one 

baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 

dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.  

 

OFFERING  

 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  

M: O Lord God, our strength, our song, and our salvation, you fulfilled your  

promises by the resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ, from the dead. 

C: Thanks be to God! You give us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

M: In your compassion you sent Christ, the Good Shepherd, who laid down his 

life to rescue the lost. 

C: Drive out all doubt and gloom that we may delight in your glorious 

triumph. 

M: Lift our eyes heavenward to see him who lives to make intercession for the 

saints, and grant us confidence in the greatness of his power. Keep before us 

the vision of your redeemed people standing before your throne and singing 

the song of victory. 

C: Worthy is the Lamb who was slain to receive wisdom and power and 

honor and glory and praise. 

If you prefer to give online, the code at the right will take you to 

our Online Giving page.  We invite our online givers to join in 

our offering with an “I Give Online” card in the pew racks. 
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M: Make us instruments of your peace as we bring the good news of hope and 

new life to those around us. Guide us in the use of all that you have 

entrusted to us: our time, our talents, and our treasures. 

C: Risen Lord, live in us that we may live for you. 

M: Merciful Lord Jesus, grant healing to the sick, and strengthen the faith of the 

suffering and the dying. Assure them of your abiding presence, and comfort 

them with the hope of eternal life. 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 

M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

Silent prayer. 

M: Gracious Father, you have restored to us the joy of your salvation. With 

happy hearts, we come before you and say: 

C: Alleluia! Thanks be to God! Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 

bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 

against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 

thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

THE SACRAMENT 

(Guests, please see our communion practice on page 2.) 

(Gluten-free wafers are available; ask Pastor.) 

 

M: The Lord be with you. 

C:  And also with you.  

M:  Lift up your hearts. 

C:  We lift them up unto the Lord.  

M:  Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 

C:  It is good and right so to do. 

M:  It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give 
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you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through 

Jesus Christ, our Lord, who rose from the dead in glorious triumph to bring 

forgiveness to the world and everlasting life to all who believe.   

Therefore with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your 

holy name and join their glorious song:  

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY Sanctus  

 Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power, God of might.  

Heaven and earth are full of your glory.  

Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  

Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest! 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION   

M:  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when 

he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take 

and eat; this is my † body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance 

of me.”  

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink 

from it, all of you; this is my † blood of the new covenant, which is poured 

out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in 

remembrance of me.” 

M:   The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C:   Amen. 

 

LAMB OF GOD Agnus Dei 

lamb of God, Lamb of God,  

you take away the sin of the world,  

(hmmm) have mercy on us.  

  

Lamb of God, Lamb of God,  

you take away the sin of the world,  

(hmmm) have mercy on us.  

  

Lamb of God, Lamb of God,  

you take away the sin of the world,  
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(hmmm) grant us your peace.  

(hmmm) Amen. 
 

 

DISTRIBUTION  HYMN                         “O Sons and Daughters of the King” 

                Hymn 456 

  

CLOSING PRAYER                                             

M:  We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet that 

you have given us to eat and to drink in this sacrament. Through this gift 

you have fed our faith, nourished our hope, and strengthened our love. By 

your Spirit help us to live as your holy people until that day when you will 

receive us as your guests at the wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

BLESSING       

M:  The Lord bless you and keep you. 

     The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

    The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. Amen. 

 

CLOSING HYMN                                     “Christ the Lord is Risen Today” 

               Hymn 465                        
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